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Proof of Claim form: John Doe 102B Proof of Claim form: John Doe 102B 

Content Notice Content Notice 
This item is part of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Institutional Abuse Collection, and it may contain 
descriptions of physical, emotional, sexual, and religious abuse, including abuse of minors. Other 
potentially sensitive topics within the collection include mental health conditions, substance abuse, and 
other forms of violence. 

Resources are available if you or someone you know needs support for any reason. 

For the National Sexual Assault Hotline, call 800-656-HOPE (4673) or go to https://hotline.rainn.org/online 

For the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or go to https://chat.988lifeline.org/ 

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Helpline, call 1-800-662-4357 

For crisis treatment in New Mexico: https://www.nmhealth.org/contact/crisis/ 

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests resources: https://www.snapnetwork.org/
resources_for_survivors 

To report abuse: 

• https://archdiosf.org/report-abuse 

• https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/ 

To report child abuse: 

• https://www.childhelphotline.org/ 

Keywords Keywords 
child sexual abuse, church abuse, New Mexico, Archdiocese of Santa Fe 

Disciplines Disciplines 
Catholic Studies | Ethics in Religion | Religion Law | United States History 

This record is available at UNM Digital Repository: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims/31 
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Telephone No. Fax No. E-mail address 

PART 3: NATURE OF COMPLAINT 
(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary) 

NOTE: IF YOU HA VE PREVIOUSLY FILED A LAWSUIT AGAINST THE 
ARCHDIOCESE IN STATE OR FEDERAL COURT, YOU MAY ATTACH THE 
COMPLAINT. IF YOU DID NOT FILE A LAWSUIT, OR IF THE COMPLAINT DOES 
NOT CONTAIN ALL OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BELOW, YOU MUST 
PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW. 

a. Who committed the acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct? 

I was sexually abused as a child by Fr. Michael O'Brien. He was only able to do so as a 
direct result of the wrongful conduct of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and St. Ge1irude's 
Parish, who empowered, protected and aided their agent. 

b. What is the position, title or relationship to you (if known) of the abuser or individual who 
committed these acts? 

I was an altar boy for O'Brien from 1982-1984. 

c. Where did the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct take place? Please be specific and 
complete all relevant information that you know, including the City and State, name of the 
School (if applicable) and/or the name of any other location. 

Most of the sexual abuse happened in the rectory at St. Ge1irude's Parish in Mora, New 
Mexico, or at other locations in the Church or on Parish grounds. 

d. When did the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct take place? 

1. If the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct took place over a period of time 
(months or years), please state when it staiied, when it stopped, and how many 
times it occU1Ted. 

1982 is when it started, and it ended in 1984. Looking at a calendar and figuring 
my altar boy service schedule, there were 10-15 incidents per year, so a total of 
about 35-40 incidents. 

2. Please also state your age(s) and your grade(s) in school (if applicable) at the time 
the abuse or other wrongful conduct took place. 

I was 8 yeai·s old when it staiied and 10 years old when it stopped. 

e. What happened ( describe what happened): 
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Fr. O'Brien befriended and trained me as an altar boy. I was taught to be anally and orally 
raped as part of my special relationship with O'Btien, who was God on earth. I did not 
know it was "abuse". O'Brien performed anal sex on me multiple times, and made me 
perform oral sex on him multiple times. He mixed these acts with music and religious tall<:, 
and I was taught it was all very magical and mystical. I also didn't know he abused my 
b1:other until December, 2018. I did not know why my mother sent me to live with 
a sister in Ge1many either. I think now she found out or suspected there was something 
inappropriate about the priest spending so much time alone with me, and such is the power 
of the Church and the priest over devout Catholics, that she moved me out of town until 
O'Brien was transfened, without telling anyone. 

f. Did you tell anyone about the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct and, if so, who did 
you tell and when (this would include parents; relatives; friends; the Archdiocese; 
attorneys; counselors; and law enforcement authorities)? 

In September of 2018, I told my sister a little bit about what happened 
to me. I told my attorney Brad Hall around the same time. I also told my spouse in October, 
2018, my therapist in November, 2018, and my other sisters in December, 2018. I also told 
my brother in December, 2018, who was also a victim. I have not discussed any details of 
the abuse to anyone except my therapist and attorneys. 

g. Identify any church or religious organization you have belonged to or have been affiliated 
with. 

I was born and raised into the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in the area of Mora, New Mexico. 
I stopped going and believing in my late teens. I now attend a Christian Church, (Calvary), 
in Albuquerque, in an effort to rekindle a spiritual piece of my soul. 

h. State whether there were any witnesses to the abuse. If there were any witnesses, please 
list their name(s) and any contact information you have. 

I don't know if anyone else at the rectory saw what was being done to me as a child. 

PART 4: IMPACT OF COMPLAINT 
(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary) 

(If you are uncertain how to respond to this Part 4, you may leave this Part 4 blank, but you will 
be required to complete this Part 4 within thirty (30) days after a written request is made for the 
iriformation requested in this Part 4) 

1. What injuries (including physical, mental and/or emotional) have occUITed to you because 
of the act or acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct that resulted in the claim (for 
example, the effect on your education, employment, personal relationships, health, and any 
physical injuries)? 

In my mid 40's, while taking a shower, I overheard the commentator on tv talking about 

childhood sexual abuse from priests in the Catholic Church. It was at that moment that my 
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