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Content Notice Content Notice 
This item is part of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Institutional Abuse Collection, and it may contain 
descriptions of physical, emotional, sexual, and religious abuse, including abuse of minors. Other 
potentially sensitive topics within the collection include mental health conditions, substance abuse, and 
other forms of violence. 

Resources are available if you or someone you know needs support for any reason. 

For the National Sexual Assault Hotline, call 800-656-HOPE (4673) or go to https://hotline.rainn.org/online 

For the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or go to https://chat.988lifeline.org/ 

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Helpline, call 1-800-662-4357 

For crisis treatment in New Mexico: https://www.nmhealth.org/contact/crisis/ 

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests resources: https://www.snapnetwork.org/
resources_for_survivors 

To report abuse: 

• https://archdiosf.org/report-abuse 

• https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/ 

To report child abuse: 

• https://www.childhelphotline.org/ 

Keywords Keywords 
child sexual abuse, church abuse, New Mexico, Archdiocese of Santa Fe 

Disciplines Disciplines 
Catholic Studies | Ethics in Religion | Religion Law | United States History 
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When I got home, I didn't know how to deal with the rape, and soon was starting to see 
that all the massages and masturbation ceremonies maybe were not religious at all. At some 
point, after the next youth meeting at Ranchos where I uncharacteristically couldn't look 
at him or speak to him, I tried to tell my mom that Father O'Brien was touching me and I 
was confused, but I didn't get very far. She slapped me. She told me I was a liar, and that 
I should never say stuff like that about a priest. I never did finish telling her about Fr. 
O'Brien. Years later, I learned Fr. O'Brien had already sabotaged my relationship with my 
parents, and had told them I was 'acting up' like teenage boys could do, skipping classes, 
lying, maybe getting in with the wrong crowd. That sort of thing. So I was shut down from 
accessing God and truth by my rapist priest, who to me, controlled even my family and 
parents and coaches and schools. Everyone was Catholic and believed whatever the priest 
said. I shut down totally, and then demanded that my parents send me to the 

which I attended in 1979. When I got situated at , I went 
to mass, and met the Chaplain Priest, Fr. Phil Martin. I knew he had connections back in 
Taos, but he seemed to know I was a 'special one' with Fr. O'Brien somehow, because he 
made an explicit pass at me, rather confidently, which I rejected, but it sickened me further. 
I became a workaholic and studied incessantly, to the point of exhaustion. I stayed at 

for an associates degree, which I earned in 1983, and then I got a Bachelor's at 
See attached resume. 

In about 1988, in connection with my work, I was checking into an Albuquerque motel, 
and there was Fr. O'Brien, working behind the desk as a check-in clerk. I was mentally 
traumatized and speechless, as he spoke to me, recognizing me totally. He told me that he 
had left the priesthood and was dying of AIDS. I moved to a different motel. I didn't know 
what to think. I ve1y soon after that got tested, and was told I did not have HIV or AIDS, 
thank God, but I was sure scared. O'Brien died soon after, and the Archdiocese said he 
died of cancer, and praised and exalted him as one of their best, the priest who organized 
the five vocational pilgrimages to Chimayo, and letting him be buried in a shrine near 
Mora, N .M. As if a saint or something, when they knew he'd mined dozens of boys' lives 
and Catholic families. 

f. Did you tell anyone about the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct and, if so, who did 
you tell and when (this would include parents; relatives; friends; the Archdiocese; 
attorneys; counselors; and law enforcement authorities)? 

I told my mom at age 14. I've recently told my therapist, Dr. 
very recently I've told my adult kids, and I've told Elena. I've now told my attorneys 

for this form, which will tell the Archdiocese. 

g. Identify any church or religious organization you have belonged to or have been affiliated 
with. 
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The sexual abuse conupted and perverted organized religion forever, which I left in 
college, and the lack of any religion in my life creates a noticeable void. 

h. State whether there were any witnesses to the abuse. If there were any witnesses, please 
list their name(s) and any contact information you have. 

There were no witnesses to the violent rape in the motel room in Albuquerque. As for all 
the grooming of altar boys and youth group members and pilgrims for the vocational wall(s, 
there were many witnesses to the general scene, like naked showers and naked soaks at the 
bathhouse in Ojo Caliente. Dozens and dozens of men and boys. Some altar servers who 
come to mind from my precise era include L...: 

and 

PART 4: IMPACT OF COMPLAINT 
(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary) 

(If you are uncertain how to respond to this Part 4, you may leave this Part 4 blank, but you will 
be required to complete this Part 4 within thirty (30) days after a written request is made for the 
information requested in this Part 4) 

1. What injuries (including physical, mental and/or emotional) have occmTed to you because 
of the act or acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct that resulted in the claim (for 
example, the effect on your education, employment, personal relationships, health, and any 
physical injuries)? 

4315671 

With the pass by Fr. Maiiin Peralta, I began associating him with O'Brien and the abuse, 
but blocked it all out. I became completely devoid of religious feeling, and still am. After 
I left in 1983 and got a degree from in 1985, I manied my wife 

in Taos in 1987. Fr. Maiiin had moved back to Taos and had changed his name to 
Fr. Peralta, and he ended up doing our ceremony, and was part of her extended family! In 
fact, my increasing distance to the Church full of sexual offenders eventually fed into our 
divorce, in 2005. We had three kids, who are all awesome; my ex still does not know I was 
raped by a priest, and resisted a blatant pass by her relative, Fr. Peralta, as I do this claim 
form, at least from me. As my kids grew, I had severe hypervigilance problems, trying to 
protect them from priests, who sunounded us eve1ywhere in Taos, and even in the family. 
My overprotectiveness came across as jealousy to . I'm sure. I was acutely aware Fr. 
Peralta was probably the family confessor, and I had experienced as a kid how Fr. O'Brien 
cast me as a liai· to my own parents to protect himself, and had used information learned 
from others to try to help me with sleepwalking and swimming issues. It has left me 
estranged from my mother to this day, that she did not believe me, because the powerful 
priest could shape her beliefs, and ruined all normal familial trust. 
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