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Proof of Claim form: John Doe 79

Content Notice

This item is part of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Institutional Abuse Collection, and it may contain
descriptions of physical, emotional, sexual, and religious abuse, including abuse of minors. Other
potentially sensitive topics within the collection include mental health conditions, substance abuse, and
other forms of violence.

Resources are available if you or someone you know needs support for any reason.

For the National Sexual Assault Hotline, call 800-656-HOPE (4673) or go to https://hotline.rainn.org/online
For the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or go to https://chat.988lifeline.org/

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Helpline, call 1-800-662-4357

For crisis treatment in New Mexico: https://www.nmhealth.org/contact/crisis/

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests resources: https://www.snapnetwork.org/
resources_for_survivors

To report abuse:

+ https://archdiosf.org/report-abuse
+ https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/

To report child abuse:

* https://www.childhelphotline.org/
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PART 3: NATURE OF COMPLAINT

(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary)

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY FILED A LAWSUIT AGAINST THE
ARCHDIOCESE IN STATE OR FEDERAL COURT, YOU MAY ATTACH THE
COMPLAINT. IF YOU DID NOT FILE A LAWSUIT, OR IF THE COMPLAINT DOES
NOT CONTAIN ALL OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BELOW, YOU MUST
PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW.

a.

4315671

Who committed the acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct?

Wrongful conduct by the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and St. Therese of the Infant Jesus Parish
allowed the pedophile priest access to me and other children, when I was sexually assaulted
by Fr. Ron Roth.

What is the position, title or relationship to you (if known) of the abuser or individual who
committed these acts?

Fr. Ron Roth was a priest at the time, employed by the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and St.
Therese of the Infant Jesus Parish.

Where did the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct take place? Please be specific and
complete all relevant information that you know, including the City and State, name of the
School (if applicable) and/or the name of any other location.

The act committed by Fr. Ron Roth took place in the priest living quarters behind St.

Therese Church, in Albuquerque New Mexico when I was serving as an altar boy.

When did the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct take place?

L If the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct took place over a period of time
(months or years), please state when it started, when it stopped, and how many
times it occurred.

The abuse happened in 1971, not long before middle school graduation. It was a
single incident, and while it was the only time it happened to me, it hurt me forever.

2 Please also state your age(s) and your grade(s) in school (if applicable) at the time
the abuse or other wrongful conduct took place.

4-



4315671

Just before finishing middle school in 1971, I was in eight grade. So, at the time of
the abuse I would have been 14 years old.

What happened (describe what happened):

As an altar boy for Fr. Ron Roth, I served mass on many occasions. On the day of the
incident Fr. Roth was taking individual pictures of the altar boys in the eighth grade class,
one at a time, in his rectory. I was the last one to go in the room, and after he set the camera
he came over to me and put his arms around my neck and told me “This is not gonna hurt”.
I didn’t know how to take that, and was just standing there when he suddenly got down on
his knees. I was frozen in place as he undid my pants, pulled my underwear down and
started rubbing my scrotum and testicles. He told me not to be afiaid and started touching
my anus with his finger. At that point I was so surprised I became unfrozen and reacted
by hitting him and running away. I ran straight home, which was about a mile, and I
remember throwing up on the way. My grandmother was there when I entered, I was
crying and couldn’t get any words out. I couldn’t stop crying but I finally told her that he
touched me. When my parents got back to the house a little while later I told them what
he had done, but I could not really explain at that age what happened. I don’t recall them
doing anything to follow up on what I told them. All I remember is it was the hardest thing
to go back to the school to get my graduation certificate. I never saw the priest again after
the incident,

Did you tell anyone about the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct and, if so, who did
you tell and when (this would include parents; relatives; friends; the Archdiocese;
attorneys; counselors; and law enforcement authorities)?

As a 14 year old crying hysterically, I tried to tell my parents and my grandmother. I never
mentioned it to anyone else until recently. I have only told my attorneys, my therapist and
a defense attorney for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in July 2018.

Identify any church or religious organization you have belonged to or have been affiliated
with.

I was born and raised Catholic, and served as an altar boy in the Parish of St. Therese,
which is affiliated with the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.

State whether there were any witnesses to the abuse. If there were any witnesses, please
list their name(s) and any contact information you have.

There were no witnesses that I am aware of.




PART 4: IMPACT OF COMPLAINT

(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary)

(If you are uncertain how to respond to this Part 4, you may leave this Part 4 blank, but you will
be required to complete this Part 4 within thirty (30) days after a written request is made for the
information requested in this Part 4)

1.

What injuries (including physical, mental and/or emotional) have occurred to you because
of the act or acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct that resulted in the claim (for
example, the effect on your education, employment, personal relationships, health, and any
physical injuries)? '

I have nightmares of this incident. Tt left me with deep-seated anger issues that affected my
work as a corrections officer; I acted violently towards some of the accused rapists. I pot
in lots of fights in high school; I would think of Fr. Ron, always, when I fought. Also, I
never thought I would meet anyone, because of my temper. I became a hermit and lived
with parents until age 36. Then I met #3 I had closed myself off to the world, but never
knew why. I am now concluding after therapy that one incident of childhood sexual abuse,
if left untreated and if all emotional reactions are suppressed and bottled up, can cause an
angry disconnect with the world. That is how I have always been until I saw a news story
one night on TV about priest abuse and started having flashbacks and dreams, and thought
I needed help. Therapy did help, and after about 6 or 7 visits, I stopped going. The dreams

have not stopped, but the therapist has me go for long walks if my anxiety gets high, and
focus on peaceful calming music and thoughts.

Have you sought counseling or other treatment for your injuries? If so, with whom and
when?

In March or April of 2018 I received counseling from #10 for 6 or 7 visits and
then stopped.

PART 5: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

L

4315671

Prior Claims: Have you filed any claims in any other bankruptcy case relating to the sexual
abuse described in this claim.

o Yes (X)No (If“Yes,” you are required to attach a copy of any completed claim form.)
If “Yes,” which case(s):

Settlements: Regardless of whether a complaint was ever filed against any party because
of the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct, have you settled any claim relating to the
sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct described in this claim?




0 Yes (X)No (If“Yes,” please describe, including parties to the settlement. You are

required to attach a copy of any settlement agreement.)

3 Bankruptcy. Have you ever filed bankruptey? (X)Yes o No (If “Yes,” please provide

the following information:

Name of Case: _Chapter 7 Bankruptey Petition ~ Cowt: _U.S. Bankruptecy Court

District of New Mexico

Date filed: #6 Case No. #6
Chapter: X7 oll ol2 nl3 Name of Trustee: #6 -
4, State whether you have previously commenced any lawsuit seeking damages for the

identified sexual abuse. If yes, please state: YES

a. Where and when you commenced the lawsuit:

Bernalillo County District Court 05/21/2018

b. The parties to the lawsuit:

John Doe 79 v. Archdiocese of Santa Fe and St. Therese of the Infant Jesus Parish

o The case number if any:
. #6
d. The result of the lawsuit:
Pending

Sign and print your name. If you are signing the claim on behalf of another person or an

estate, print your title.

Under penalty of perjury, I declare the foregoing statements to be true and correct.

Date: /Aﬂnl 1A c;QOIOl

Signa # 1

Print .

Relationship to Sexual Abuse Claimant:

4315671 ol
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