
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmrecords
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1294?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/541?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/872?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims/25?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims/25?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fcswr_asf_hmclaims%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu


Proof of Claim form: John Doe 92 Proof of Claim form: John Doe 92 

Content Notice Content Notice 
This item is part of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Institutional Abuse Collection, and it may contain 
descriptions of physical, emotional, sexual, and religious abuse, including abuse of minors. Other 
potentially sensitive topics within the collection include mental health conditions, substance abuse, and 
other forms of violence. 

Resources are available if you or someone you know needs support for any reason. 

For the National Sexual Assault Hotline, call 800-656-HOPE (4673) or go to https://hotline.rainn.org/online 

For the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or go to https://chat.988lifeline.org/ 

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Helpline, call 1-800-662-4357 

For crisis treatment in New Mexico: https://www.nmhealth.org/contact/crisis/ 

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests resources: https://www.snapnetwork.org/
resources_for_survivors 

To report abuse: 

• https://archdiosf.org/report-abuse 

• https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/ 

To report child abuse: 

• https://www.childhelphotline.org/ 

Keywords Keywords 
child sexual abuse, church abuse, New Mexico, Archdiocese of Santa Fe 

Disciplines Disciplines 
Catholic Studies | Ethics in Religion | Religion Law | United States History 

This record is available at UNM Digital Repository: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cswr_asf_hmclaims/25 
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PART 4: IMPACT OF COMPLAINT 
(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary) 

(If you are uncertain how to respond to this Part 4, you may leave this Part 4 blank, but you will 
be required to complete this Part 4 within thirty (30) days after a written request is made for the 
information requested in this Part 4) 

1. What injuries (including physical, mental and/or emotional) have occurred to you because 
of the act or acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct that resulted in the claim (for 
example, the effect on your education, employment, personal relationships, health, and any 
physical injuries)? 

4315671 

When my wife was diagnosed with bone cancer, we went to a grief therapist to deal with 
her imminent death. During the course of that therapy, and her medical demise, something 
unleashed the memory of Fr. Chavez sexually abusing - raping - me. The therapy triggered 
a flood of PTSD-like symptoms as the memories and crushing betrayal and pain I suffered 
as a child came back to the surface. Beginning in the fall of 2018, I have recurring 
nightmares and intrusive thoughts and flashbacks, where I am right back in the moment 
being anally penetrated. There was physical pain when it was occuning. In the fall of 2018, 
I couldn't sleep, and to hide eve1ything from my dying wife, I drank several gallons of 
wine eve1y week. As a kid, I had to hide what was going on from my parents who thought 
I would be and was a happy altar boy, but I wasn't. As an adult now, I still hide it with 
daily addiction to alcohol use, so I won't ruin my family's experience of my wife' s last 
few months. I lost my childhood and became an unhappy kid. I lost my religion. I ran off 
to Phoenix to get away as soon as I could, and get a job, and learned diesel mechanics, and 
then joined , where I was for many years, ending up at outside of 

_ , where I stayed, and we raised our kids. I've had major intimacy 
problems with people and a lack of trust of anyone, and anger at authority figures. It 
seriously affected my marriage. After leaving the , I ended up chronically 
underemployed or unemployed, and it led me to become disabled and I am on 
disability, but I never brought up the priest abuse with anyone until my wife was dying in 
2018. I never told her. I had stopped talking about any and eve1ything to avoid bringing it 
up. I am only now beginning to connect these kinds of issues I've had my entire adult life, 
to being related to the rapes by Fr. Chavez, and learning new coping skills. I am attaching 
five pages from the therapist's Progress Notes from the Fall of 2018 to this Claim form, 
which refer to these issues, pre-petition. I filed suit against the Archdiocese, sort of as part 
of my therapeutic need, without my wife knowing, and I started learning how the 
Archdiocese and Parishes caused so much abuse by keeping everything secret, and 
protecting the sexually abusive priests, which fed into my anger issues, and my tendency 
to not talk about anything, period. The honors are unspeakable. I am aware of their secrecy 
culture causing more abuse, and I believe I went to a lawyer and filed suit because I know 
I must also end my own secrecy and hiding of it all. The Archdiocese filed their Bankruptcy 
Petition before they took my deposition and before I answered intenogatories, and so, 
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before I had to tell my wife and kids when witness lists would be due in my case. Now my 
wife has died without ever knowing. I find the gallons of wine per week are my cmTent 
coping mechanism. Not much futme in addictions, I know, so I plan to pursue therapy 
more, and alcohol less. 

Basically, the childhood sexual abuse ruined my life and left me a sort of a shell of a man. 
I've always lived in extreme fear of answering any questions, and never talked, so I became 
known as a ve1y quiet man. To this day, I don't talk much, and my adult daughters in their 
20's and 30's, like their mom before them, sometimes beg me to speak, and say something. 
I am working on it in therapy, because I don't want nightmares and poor sleep all the time, 
using wine as a crutch, and don't want to be stuck because of the unspeakable horrors of 
the scale of Catholic clergy child abuse. I am now in a better relationship with a Christian 
God. I want the Catholics to release documents and tell the truth, as I must in therapy, so 
perhaps we can all heal, and develop better coping skills together, me with my kids and 
grandkids, then the Church with its parishioners and followers. 

2. Have you sought counseling or other treatment for your injuries? If so, with whom and 
when? 

After first seeking help about the imminent loss of my wife, the treatment broadened to 
include the priest abuse when it came crashing in, all in the fall of 2018. Now that she has 
passed, I am still in weekly therapy about the priest abuse. I see Dr. here in 

PART 5: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

1. Prior Claims: Have you filed any claims in any other bankruptcy case relating to the sexual 
abuse described in this claim. 

□ Yes X No (If "Yes," you are required to attach a copy of any completed claim form.) 

If "Yes," which case(s): 

2. Settlements: Regardless of whether a complaint was ever filed against any paity because 
of the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct, have you settled any claim relating to the 
sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct described in this claim? 

□ Yes X No (If "Yes," please describe, including paiiies to the settlement. You are 
required to attach a copy of any settlement agreement.) 

3. Bankruptcy. Have you ever filed bankruptcy? X Yes No (If "Yes," please provide the 
following information: 

Name of Case: Comi: 

Date filed: 

Chapter: 7 □ 11 □ 12 X 13 Name of Trustee: 

4315671 -7-
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Chapter: □ 7 . □ 11 o 12 CJ-13 Name of Trustee: 
I ,. 

4. State whether !you have pre-viously· commenced any lawsuit seeking damages for the 

identified sexuM abuse. If yes, please state: YES 

a. Where and when you commenced the lawsuit: 

:e._ernalillo County District Comt 10/26/2018 

b. The parties to the lawsuit: 

John Doe 92 v. Archdiocese of Santa Fe, and Our Lady of Guadalupe Peralta 

c. The cafe number if any: 

d. The result of the lawsuit: 

Automatically stayed as to the Archdiocese, 3rd party pending 

Sign and print your name. If you are signing the claim on behalf of another pe•·son or an 

estate, print your title. 

Under penalty of perjury, l declare the foregoing statements to be true and correct. 

Date: ,</ /:J) f9 . • 

Signatu.re: _ 

Print Name: 

Relationship t 
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