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Content Notice Content Notice 
This item is part of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Institutional Abuse Collection, and it may contain 
descriptions of physical, emotional, sexual, and religious abuse, including abuse of minors. Other 
potentially sensitive topics within the collection include mental health conditions, substance abuse, and 
other forms of violence. 

Resources are available if you or someone you know needs support for any reason. 

For the National Sexual Assault Hotline, call 800-656-HOPE (4673) or go to https://hotline.rainn.org/online 

For the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or go to https://chat.988lifeline.org/ 

For the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Helpline, call 1-800-662-4357 

For crisis treatment in New Mexico: https://www.nmhealth.org/contact/crisis/ 

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests resources: https://www.snapnetwork.org/
resources_for_survivors 

To report abuse: 

• https://archdiosf.org/report-abuse 

• https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/ 

To report child abuse: 

• https://www.childhelphotline.org/ 
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PART 3: NATURE OF COMPLAINT 
(Attach additional separate sheets if necessary) 

NOTE: IF YOU HA VE PREVIOUSLY FILED A LAWSUIT AGAINST THE 
ARCHDIOCESE IN STATE OR FEDERAL COURT, YOU MAY ATTACH THE 
COMPLAINT. IF YOU DID NOT FILE A LAWSUIT, OR IF THE COMPLAINT DOES 
NOT CONTAIN ALL OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BELOW, YOU MUST 
PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW. 

a. Who committed the acts of sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct? 

4315671 

Fr. Bernard Bissonnette and Fr. Michael O'Brian sexually abused my older brothers. 
They in turn sexually abused me, their little sister. Fr. Bissonnette and Fr. O'Brien, as 
agents of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, were empowered to abuse my brothers and 
thereby me. The Servants of the Parnclete also employed and empowered Fr. Bissonnette 
to abuse me, through my brothers. 

b. What is the position, title or relationship to you (if known) of the abuser or 
individual who committed these acts? 

We lived in Edgewood, New Mexico and had to drive to Moriaity for Sunday mass. A 
group of Catholic families in Edgewood agreed to open their houses up so that mass 
could be said in Edgewood and they could stait to form a new parish in Edgewood. Fr. 
Bissonnette was the priest at Moriaity and he became a close friend of the family. He 
would come to our house on Sunday to say mass then spend the day with us and then stay 
overnight at our house. The families took turns hosting the mass but Fr. Bissonnette 
liked staying overnight with us. There were eight children in our family. Six boys and 
two girls. 

When Fr. Bissonnette was transferred, Fr. Michael O'Brien got assigned to the Church of 
the Estancia Valley in Moriaity and continued to say mass at our house but we staited 
attending church in Moriaity more often. Fr. O'Brien became a family friend. My 
brothers and spent a lot of time with Fr. O'Brien preparing for 
pilgrimages and attending pilgrimages. I believe they were abused during this time by Fr. 
O'Brien if they were not also abused by Fr. Bissonnette. 

In 1973, my brothers and sexually abused me. I believe they were acting 
out sexually because they had been abused themselves. 
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c. Where did the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct take place? Please be specific and 
complete all relevant info1mation that you know, including the City and State, name of the 
School (if applicable) and/or the name of any other location. 

I understand that my brothers and were sexually abused by Fr. Bissonnette 
in 1972 and 1973 when they were 15 and 16. They were the oldest kids in the family. 
Next in line were my brothers and . I do not know if they 
were abused by Fr. O'Brien or Fr. Bissonnette but each of them (except ) spent an 
extreme amount of time with Fr. Michael O'Brien. He trained them for pilgrimages and 
took them on pilgrimages - overnight trips. 

My brothers sexually abused me in our home. 

d. When did the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct take place? 

1. If the sexual abuse or other wrongful conduct took place over a period of time 
(months or years), please state when it started, when it stopped, and how many 
times it occUITed. 

and abused me in 1973. It happened twice. 

2. Please also state your age(s) and your grade(s) in school (if applicable) at the time 
the abuse or other wrongful conduct took place. 

I was 8 years old, in 3rd grade. 

e. What happened ( describe what happened) 

4315671 

My family was a large Irish Catholic family. And yet, my family was mined by Fr. 
Bissonnette and Fr. Michael O'Brien, Catholic priests . 

When I was about 7, my older sister, . one day pulled me into the bedroom closet. 
She was very scared and told me to be very quiet. She said we were hiding from 

our oldest brother. She said that he began wanting to touch her breasts and 
touching her all over. She put me on a shelf to hide me from him. I do not remember 
what else happened in that closet that day. 

I know that wanted to be a priest and Fr. Bissonnette used to take him places 
because of that. He came home once form a trip and was never the same. He was angry, 
mean and started to abuse ,_ protected me though. 
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