Rev. John B. Mea

Priest Knows
Each By Name

BY JOAN M. DEVLIN
Father John B. Mea is a
Individual. He ls a priest
who bas a phenomenal
memery, and a warmth
him what he
admits is “sn affinity to

The Rev. Jobn B. Mea
has

and

remarkable gift. How does he
doit? Well, be explained part of
It this way.
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After his ordination, he
served St Mary's Charch in
Hudson Falls for four years and
was then sent to S Teresa
d'Avila In Albany as ad-
ministrator. Slx years after
that, he went to Blessed
Sacrament Church in Albany,
and then to St. Patrick's
Chaurch n Johnstown,

His first call as full pastor
was In North Creek, where he
served four years in a town
where he has many relatives on
his father's side. Still, he says,
“When | came 0 St. Joseph's
(hurch here in Fort Edward, 1
camne back home."

Father Mea has an assistant
parish priest, the Rev. Francis
Cherniawski, with wham he
works very well, and who bas
served St. Joseph's for ten
years himself. A native of
Poland, Father Cherniawski
hus some difficulty with the
complexities of the English
language, so that Father Mea
does all the preaching at the
three Masses on Sunday and
one Saturday Mass, except for
vacallons or illness.

Father Mea's constant

beaullful animal who resem-
bles » small “Lassie.” When
asked about his hobbies, If any,
the priest laughed and said,
“Well, Torie sart of walks me.
Indeed I love to walk, and also
play golf when 1 can, for one
day & week in the sam-

mertime.

He enjoys his job so much,
whiich is a very demanding and
busy parish, that he said be
“doesn’t travel much, but likes
to stay around here.”

A very fine ecumenical
relatizeahip ameng the
churches of varied
denominations Is present, un._




