Rer. Francis Husselbeck

Priest Also -
Is Chaplain

BY JOANM. DEVLIN
Stalf Writer

“I1 was always In the tack of
my mind telag 6 priest. [
sort of Just grew into "

This was the reflection of
Rev. Francs £ Husselbeck,
parish priest for S Ann's
Church i Fort Aan and Romaa
Catholic Chapiain at Grest
Meadow Correctional
Institution in Comstock.

Forn in Alley srne 40 years
age, with a sister in the
religious  le,  Father
Husselbeck oever changed
course and s & man well-
selisfied in bis calling

He tells, however, about one
stumbling block he had to
evercore. 1t was Latin. He had
& preaty difficalt tone with it,
and says, “In those days, cee
qualification you had to have
before settisg out for the
setminary was al least Uwes to
four years of Latin, and 1 just
wasn't good encugh at ("

By e end of his senior year
in Mgh schodd, he knew he
wanted to enter the peiesthood,
0 be spoke 1o his pastoe abaut
his problem.

“He was a worderful man
and 1 felt very chese 1o him. He
told me, “Net this yesr — you
haven't ot esagh Latin."

“After that, 1 Y6d belp (rom
another priest. why challenged
me to take past-graduste Latin
Thas time, 1 did, and the all

kept rolling after that"
recalled the griest
Laughieg, he  said,

“Naturally, T enjey the new
liturgy @ Eaglish immensely.
To me, it's beauliful in English
and has mere mening,"

He lakes his basy schedsle
very  seriously,
becinse be must The parish
priest ut Fort Ann s
traditionally the Roman
Catholic chaplais at the prissn

hock.

in Coengl

“Prom the first time [ walked
ito the peisan, 1 fell e
thustastic abost my rele
there,”™ be said.

He feeds, (o0, al the job &
very rewarckrg In many wars.
The priest s Bere every day,
sometimes duriag the moesng
and sometimes durinyg the
Afternson, and he is respensivis
fer any needs . mot st
spiritsal, bat persenal as
well o the nmates.

Rev. Husselbeck sald the
prison cheghains aid any in-
males, “with emphasis on the
any' — not just Cuthatics. He
sald he ond hs friend and
coldeague, Flev.  Warren
Churchill, who serves as
Protestant chaplam, both serve
) of the men.

Befere camiy %o Fort Ann,
Father Husseltock sradsted
from St Bermand's Semwinary in
Kochester His first sssignement
was 1o Our Lady of Visitation is
Troy &8 an assistant pasior,
where he served for 62 years
He hes held the same pesition
in SU Cobambe in Schenectady,
for over three yesrs

““Then in ore year's time, |
wias moved acound three
tmes.” He  added,
v, . . winding up in jal, where
TI've been happy duing teme
ever since!”

When and if ere is time for
Nobbies, they are quiet cows Fle
Whes wrdeny very much and
does 1t the backyard, bebind
the reclory, prowisg tomukes
and other vegetubles, This Is
partly becouse be also likes to
ook

He likes the quiet places of
Lake George, or other “oxt of

however,

Pastor’s
Profile

parish, and the gosé feeling be
has with other
brothers™ in the ares.

Post-Star, February 2, 1974



