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Holy Family Catholic Church Hosts Charismati

by Mary Drier
Staff Writer

Holy Family Catholic
Church in Sebewaing hosted
its first Charismatic Re-
newal Healing Through
Prayer Service Monday.

The practice of healing
through prayer has becn
around forabout 2000 ycars,
said Fr. Art Cooney, 41, who
led the healing service.

Fr.Cooneysaid hedoesn't
think of himselfin terms ofa
“faith healer.”

“I consider myseclf as ex-
crcising a healing ministry,”
said Fr. Cooney. “Jesus is the
one who heals.

“I just pray for the
people.”

He doesn’t think his
prayers are stronger or more
cffective than any other
baptized person.

“The more you pray, the
more results you sce. If you
don’t pray, you won’L sce
results,” Fr. Cooney said.
“This is available to all be-
lievers. The more asked for,
the more reccived. If you
don'taskyoudon’treceive.”

Fr. Cooney has been with
the Saginaw Diocese since
1975 and has been involved
in the Catholic Charismalic
Renewal movement since
1977.

“I've definitely seen re-
sults from prayers.” he said.
“I've seen physical healing,
emotional healing of people
being reconciled and forgiv-
ingtobring families together.
I've seen people able to ac-
cept God's forgiveness of

them and being able to let go
of guilt and shame.

“I don’t cure diseases or
anyone, butI've seen God do
a lot of curing and healing.”

Fr. Cooney said he be-
came interested in the power
of prayer after attending a
seminar of Ruth Carter
Stapleton, President Jimmy
Carter’s sister, She talked
about her healing of harmful
memories of the past through
prayer, and encouraged him
lo pray for others who were
undergoing stress.

“I found praying for and
especially praying with
pcople to be more helpful
than simple pastoral coun-
scling.”

According the priest,
most Christians do interces-
sory praying for the nceds of
others and neglect to pray
with others.

“Jesus and his Apostles
did prayer healings over
2000 years ago,” said Fr.
Cooney. “About one-third of
St. Luke’s gospel is healings,
and isa pretty important part
of Jesus’ ministry.

“It used to be only a few
pecople who healed the sick.
In the new lesson, these
gracesarespread to everyone
who believes.”

As part of the Catholic
Charismaticrenewal healing
service, a prayer team helps
pray for healing. About 12
persons from Bay City,
Saginaw, Pinconning and
Eaton Rapids formeda prayer
tcam for Monday's service.

Also, at the service was

Judy Troxell, who was
commissioned by Saginaw
Diocese’s Bishop Kenneth
Untener.

She has been involved in
the Charismatic movement
for about 18 years, and she
has experienced personal
physical healing.

Troxell is the sister of
Mary Enser of Sebewaing.

“I want to encourage ev-
eryone to pray and pray for
healing and to pray with
others.Itisn’tsomethingthat
is only by only a few,” said
Fr. Cooney. “If you don’t
know how to pray, simply
ask Jesus to stand by in the
hours of need.”

Members of the prayer
teamsaid they havereceived
personal healingand/or wit-
nessed several variouskinds
of healings.

The CharismaticRenewal
movement is an interna-
tional interdenominational
Christian revivalistic move-
ment.

The most recent devel-
opment in the movement is
the Roman Catholic Charis-
matic renewal, which began
in 1967. The new movement
received favorable response
during the Vatican Il Coun-
cil, and Pope Paul VI recog-
nized the movementin1975.

An important aspect of
this movement in the
Catholic church is the in-
volvement of laity, where
saints, priestsand nuns used
Lo be the only ones involved.

Most Charismatics are
orthodox in doctrine and
emphasize activity within
their own denominations.
They are ecstatic in worship
and align themselves with
other Evangelicals in em-
phasis on evangelism and
personal faith.

Those involved in the
movementbelieve they have
been “filled” or “baptized”
with the Holy Spirit through

the laying on of hands re-
sulting in physical, emo-
tional or spiritual healing.
There is a Charismatic
Renewal Center at 1517 S.
Washington, Saginaw.
Fr.Cooney is a member of
the Capuchin Franciscan

order, headquartered at St.
AnthonyChurch in Saginaw.

He is originally from
Wisconsinand comes froma
family where several of his
uncles are priests and his
aunts and cousins are nuns.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard

¢ Service

Czubachowskiof Sebewaing
hosted adinner party at their
home for Fr. Cooney and the
prayer team before the ser-
vice.

Czubachowski is a mem-
ber of the Full Gospel Busi-
ness Men'’s Fellowship.

FR. ART COONEY led the Charismatic Renewal service last week at Holy
Family Catholic Church in Sebewaing.



