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Bishop's Residener,

Grand Falls, Neformdlerud
March 31, 1970

Rev. L. J. Kelly
Baie Verte

Dear Father K'elly,

Doc%or Clare came to see me yesterday and it is ev-
ident that your problem is far more deep-seated than I gathered from
You. It seems that you have been commi tting these acts over a long
period and that probably means sacrilegious Masses among other things.

I am going to Ottawa at the end of the week and I will
ask about a suitable institution where you can receive treatment.

Meanwhile, you should make immediate preparations
to leave Baie Verte permanently. To avoid ecandal You can say that
you have not been feeling well and need medical care. You may
stay there until you hear from me.

As soon as I have some definite plan for you
I will write you and let you know. My only desire is to help
you get back on your feet. To do that I need almolute frankness
on your part. Before choosing an institution, I need to know if youn
have a drinking problem in addition to the other and if the latter
is triggered or agravated by drivking., Please be very frank with me if
you wish me to help you as I am sure you do. I thought of calling

a meeting of the consultors but decided against it for fear that
something might out.

Sincerely yours in Christ

+ 7 W OWM

op of Gra.nd‘ alls
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23 June 1970

Hest Reverend J, . O'ieill
Bishop of Grand TFalls
Bishop's Hesidence

Grand Falls, Biewfoundleand

Your Lxcellency:?

Re: Father Leeonard Kelly

herewith are cquotations [ron & psychological
progréss report op Father Lecnard Xelly:

"Initially he appesrs Lo be deep in =
Lhapeless vound of guilt &nd resentment
with ihe conscious Tocus of problems
being Lis rather psthebic homosezusal
adventures. On psychological testiang
Le emerged without significant homo-
sexual pathology znd in general trends,
tended to be more anti-sociel and sus-
vicious than sexually deviant.

"The patient minimized Lis alcokol problem

on first coming to Southdown -- a fairly
typical feuture wiith post inceoning priests.
Iritislly be wss cautious ip his approack

tc therapy and somewhat suspicicus that ke
could be given any belp. Very recently he
nas demomnstrated considersble improvement.
The focus has been renoved from the ‘red
herring! of the homosexuml episcdes to more
basic difficulties im personality structure,
re: apon-trust and withdrawal.

I b oot feel tne sexusl episodes will czuse
any future ifficulties if this priesi is
suceessful in his cttempt to separate Limself
from alcolol. Steady progress is being made
in this arca."

The Tinal parapraph of the psychologist's repori,
your bExcellency, poimrts ap the iuportant guestion
of mssignmenit which you have already nerntiored in
egrlier corresnpondence:
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"1t is felt that when returned to the winistry,
Father ¥Xelly should not be removed frem the

Diocese since sexuel problems play only & snall

rele in his total inasbility 4o adjust. Raither

than being removed from the home Llocese, Le

sliculd be given considersble support in &is

ettenpt to atismck his central slcoholic difficulties.
If this support can be fortuconming from his superiors
end he is sllowed to rewain in his home Diocese, he
will retain his sense of identity mnd will be given

& hoost to his very low morale whiekh will go a long
way o ensure uliimate recovery and success.”

Lfter & long discussion with Pather Kelly yesterday, I was
cheered and heartened by the ocobvious progress lte is nmaking
with his feelings. He is a priest wko is truly trying te
grow. He wvants only a priesthood that is constructive and
positive. Like so many other men whose tolerance for zleohol
breeks, Hxe¢ is novw beginring to be aware of the severity of

his drinking and readily acknowledges the unmistakseble faect
tiat most restraints which mer know sgainst enti-sceciel
behavicur are eroded &nd eveniuslly destroyed by the oanslsught
of addiction,

I feel thet in conscience I must suppori our psychologist's
statement. Fathér Kelly tells me he nas been removed fronm
hig parish. If he could be stationed elsevhere in the
Dioccese, I am willing to say that Ke would receive the

kind of psycholemgiesl support which he badly needs end

there would be no need For pim te feel rejection ang frus-
tration. #e would have the assurance thet he wee being
welcomed back and that the isolstion, the diffieculiy of
withdrawel, the anger wiich has burned low in him ¢0 long
sare now recognized and have surfoceu. I am hopeful thet you
will bte able to find =z pleece fer Lim in the Diocese in thie
belief thel such ar cssirnment will contribute to hisz Ffutbure
welfare and succecs,

I will be pleessed to hzve your comments at your convenience.

Faitnfully yours,

4" j%&
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Tishop's Residence,

Gormd Falls, Nefoforsdlaen:

July 6, 1970

¥Mr. Johm R, Kelly

Southdown Ontario

Dear Mr. Eelly,

Replying 1o your latest letter referring to
Father Leonard Kelly, 1 would like you to know that I purposely
delayed answering until I could consider ithe implications and
congitlt some of my advigers.

The report of your Peyvchiatrist iz hopefizl, but
seemeg to indicate deep psychiatric problems in Father Kelly of which,
I have to say, I wans complelely unaware. Priests are forever
saying: "Why does not the bishop do something about this or that?"
Meanwhile, none of them will inform the hishop as to what is going
on. The report of the Doctor seems to indicate that it will +ake
guite some time yet before Father Kelly is ready to return 1o
the active ministry,

Yoo say that Father Kelly tells you that
bhe has been removed from his parish. For the record, he removed
himself. Uie came 1o me, conféssed his sexual abberations and threw
himself on my mercy. It must be obvious to him, as it is to me, that

he wae lucky ito get out ¢f Daie Verte with his name unsuliied.

There could well have Bbeen a court case with all its ugly implications.

Even he shouild realize thatiis not merely a case of taking urp

where he left off.
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Bishop’s Residence, |

2 Grrd Falls, Nefoformdln

Perhaps, when you advised his return to this diocese,

You did not realize the nature of the diocese., We have only

twenty seven parishes and not too much room to manouver. I

ha.rdiy think you would expect me "to re-instate him immediately as
a Parish Priest. There are only three or four parishes which can
support a curate and his appointment as a curate would cause.far
moTe comment thamn his temporary appointment in another diocese.

One of our priests is working in Peru with the priests from Halifax
and it would not cause too much talk if Father Kelly were loaned to
the Archdiocese of Halifax on a temporary bagis.

While my sympathy goes out to Fpther Kelly, as it would
to any poor priest in trouble, I cannot be expected 1o condone the
seriousness of his betrayal of confidence and the terrible scandal
which, but for the discretion of the family involved, could hawe
. blighted the whole life of the Church in this small Province.

I dont think he can have any grievance if 1 find some other bishop
to help him get back on his feet.

You seemed to indicate in your first letter that it
would take a long time for TFather Kelly to find his feet. 1 am
prepared itp pay his expenses until you consider him fit to return to
pastoral duties. In the meantime, if you can find some bishop in
upper Canada who would be willing to give him a chance to reinstate
himsélf and get out of being a conversational piece in Newfoundlands
1 sincerely believe his interests and those of theChurch in Nfid.

wounld be best served.

I shall await with interest your next report.
Sincerely yours in ths‘t

A M- LC( .
{Bishop of Gra.n alls
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July 22, 1970

ost Rev, J. #, O%'Heill
Bishop of Grand Falls
Bishops Residence

Grend ¥Falls, MHewfoundliand

Dear Bishop O'leill:

Be: Teither Leonard Kelly

I have not &s yet, told Father Leonard Kelly

the contents of your letter of July 6th. I

feel I owe you ar sapology for having unwittingly
inferred that Fatner Xelly to0ld me ke hsd been
removed from his parish, On his s2rrival here he
vas very cendid on this score and told me directly
thet he had removed himself Trom the Baie Verte.

I em keenly aware that his gonduet could hLave
created widew~spread scandsl and I am grateful

that this was avoided,

The more we see of Father Kelly, the more we beconme
convinced that he can nake a good recovery. His
motivation is good and it becomes increasingly
apperent that prolonged drinking had removed, as

it freguently does, the restraints whicgh normally
be would have exereised in uis relationships with
the Bboys in gquestion. After having dealt with
rriests for meny vears, I cmr easily understand

how & Bishop can be uneware of a man's pathological
dérinking. I em also awure thet i% is seldom thet
fellow priests will relate snother priest’s siekness
to a Bishop. Thus & man's breakdovr continues

and becomes wore subtle and complex &s tine wears
ofr,

Hittout reveallng the contents of your letter 1o
him, I asked Father Kelly to tell me his feelings
about assignuent after Gischarge frox Southdown.
Decause he is & passive, shy 2nd somewhat withdrawn
persorsality, sae sceningly could entertain only the
idea of going back Lo Fewfloundland, somewkere in
the Conceplion Bay area as assistent., I gently
sugpested tne sdvisability to kris spending a year
in Eelifax or pernaps in this ares, pointing out
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to him thet his own spiri
levels nighi bte enhenced
environment. Obviousiy,
appesal to him, The ties

tual &nd psychelogiecal

by = chkange in

this suggestion d4id not
seeningly run deep with

family, friends, ete. I broks off the discussion
at that point and Fetker Xelly is to discuss tkie
situeticr again todey with our clinical
psychologist,.

I do believe I could be of assistance to you &nd

to Father Helly in finding him an sssipgnument in
this genersl area, if this would eventually meet
with your approvel, Tresently, we have several
priests in our extern program, Servng as sssistants
in parishes in either the Toronte or Hamilton
dioceses., These men are not officielly discharged
from Southdown, but on the other hend, residence
fees, etec. Bre stopped when they take an &assignment.
¥hile it is difficult at thkis moment to say

exactly wher Fether n€lly sight be ready for
digscharge, I am willing to venture the opinion

thet we can make some move during ithe lastiter part
of August. e goes back into the hospiteal here
briefly on Friday of tkis week for aebouf three

days for repeair of his surgery. The vost

operative area is dreaining slightly and this should
be eclesared up. As quieckly as his discussiors with
our psychologist are completed, I will write sgein
advising you of these developuents.

#¥ith my assurance that we will do everyting
humanly pessible t¢ co-operate with your wishes,

-~ QI

Faithfully yours,
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Bishop's Residence,

Graud Halls, Nefofmmdlsnd
July 30, 1970

Mr. John R. Kelly
Emmanuel Convelescent Foundation
Aurora, Ont,

Dear Mr, Kelly,

1 am more than pleased with your recent report on
Father Leonard Kelly, and with your considered opinion that’
he can be rehabilitated completely. By {lie same mail I received a let-
ter from Father Kelly himself. IHe says that he is following the
course faithfully and that he has found enormous benefit from
having the chance to stand off and take a good look at himself.
He hopes to "serve God in a more worthy and priestly manner in the
years ahead."” These sentiments seem to indicate that his siay
at Southdown has been a fruitful period in his priestly life.

He did not at any {time mention to me the question
of hig future assignment, nor did I give him any encouragement to hope
that he would come back to this diocese. I believe, but am not
sure, that I did mention to him the possibility of working for
a time in the Halifax Archdiocese.

Your suggestion of findi ng him an assignment

in your immediate area is an excellent one and I am all in favour
of it. For him to come ba¢k here and be assigned as an assistant
in Conception Bay would cause all sorts of embarra%%ng questions on
the part of both priests and people-alike. Only one priest
asked me a direct question and 1 simply said that Father Kelly‘*s
nerves had given out. The advantage of his working in that area would
be that he could keep in touch with Southdown for an indefinite
period. When you and the staff were convinced that he could
stand on his own feet, I would consider taking him back as
Parish Priest or Administrator in a parish where he could be
watched ciesely. Perhaps, after a year in your area, he could
spend another year in the Ifalifax diocese and then return to work
here. I am writing him along these lines and you are at liberty to

digcuss the matter with him.
Sincerely yours in Christ
g
R TV SR I -
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e Bishop’s Residence,
N

Grad Falls, Netoforudlund
July 30, 1970

Rev. Leonard Kelly
Emmanuel Convalescent Foundatiqn
Aurora Ont.

Dear Father Kelly,

I was very glad to get your letter a few days ago
and especially happy with the tone of it. That you.are taking the
treatment seriously and cooperating with the officials and doctors
augurs well for your complete rehabilitation. It is apparent that
you were a very sick and mixed up priest. Why or how it did not
become apparent to me or to your brother priests is hard to
undergtand. As it is, we are all fortunate that the situation did not
become public with irreparable damage to the Church and the priest-
hoeod.

Now, fortunately, all that is past and I am
happy to forget the whole thing and look forward to your future
work in the holy Priesthood. 4s you can, I hope, realize, 1
cannot assign you to a parish on your release from Scuthdown
without a period ¢f probation.

In the same mail which brought your letterx,
1 received a letter from dr. John Kelly in which he expresses
himself as very well satisfied with the progress you have made.
He expects that you will be ready for assignment towards the
end of August., He further suggested that he could get you an
assignment in his immediate area and I am completely in favour of that
as a temporary solution to the problem of Yyour re-admission to the
active ministry. By accepting an assignment in that area you
could keep in touch with Southdown. 1 am afraid you will face =&
period of crisis when you find yourself outside the institution
and once again on your own. The temptationm to hoist a few in
celebration will be almost over-powering. I would feel much p
happier if you were in continual contact with Southdown for a few monthi
after youry discharge.

[
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e Bishop’s Residence,
Grand Fulls, Nefofoundland

For You to come back here immediately and be sent as an
agsistant to one of the Parish Priests in Conception Bay
would cause endless speculation and suspi@ien. Only one priest
askeg me abouit you and 1 simply said that your nerves had given
out and you needed treatment, If, after a few months in Ontario,
things work out well you could come nearer home and have a period
in the Halifax diocese, eventually returning to take a new parish
in this diocese. ’

In his letter, Mr, Kelly indicated that the idea of
working in Ontario or even in Halifax did not appeal to you.
I assure you that I have your welfare in mind when I suggest the
program outlined above,

I am writing Mr. Kelly along these lines and authorizing
him to discuse the matter with you.
With my blessing and the aesurance of my prayers
Sincerely yours iq’ Christ
£ j~7w Eneldf

Bighop of Grand Falls



