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Bishop's Residence, 
Grand Falls, Netstowmdlxnd 

March 31, 1970 

Rev, I. J, Kelly 
Baie Verto 

Dear Father Kelty, 
Doctor Clare came to see me yesterday and 11 i# ev- 

ident that your problem {e far mote deep-seated than I gathered from you. It seems that you have teen committing these acte over a lone period and that probably means sacrilegious Masses anong other things. 
Tam going to Ottana at the end of the week and 1 will Ask about a suitable institution where you can receive treatment, 
Meanwhile, you should make immediate preparations to leave Baie Verte yermnentiy. To avoid scandal you oan say that you have not been feeling well and need medical eaze. You may 

stay there until you hear from me. 

Ae 2000 a8 1 have some definite plan for you I will write you and let you Imow. My only desire ie to help 
you get back on your feet. To do that 1 need almolute frankness on your part. Before choosing an institution, I need to know if you have a drinking problem in addition to the other and if the latter ie triggered or agravated by drivking. Please be very frank with me if you wish me to help you as I am ure you do. 1 thought of calling 
a meeting of the consultors but decided against it for fear that 
something might out, 

Sincerely youre in Christ 

tA mM. One afghop of Grangaite
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Emmanuel Convalescent Foundation + R.R. No. 2, Aurora, Ontario + phone 416-727-4214 

some Rar" 23 June 1970 

‘Gtrman ef he ond Hest Reverend 5. ti, O'ieii2 ST . tome Ss Bishop of Grand Faille 
Bistop'’s Kesidence 

sic Grend Falls, tewfoundlend 

meiner Cone Ua Your bxcellency? 
tote nT henten Het Father Leonard ze1ay Ea amenee wise trikes «dE FeVAth axe quotations fron @ psychological ae er! propress Feport on Pather leonard xeliyt 
Petey ee "initially he appears to be deep ino bearer nopeless Found of guilt and reventuent Stresses me with the Gonseious focus of probiens 
‘Rice rl teins Doing his rather pathetic homosexual eth adventures. On psychoiegical testing Test om, ron fe energes without significant nomo= 
Eesha ds Sexual pathology and in General trends, tonded to be rore anticsociel and sure Feipre eso, ro Hie Sout wiedous than sexually deviant. Bedmatd i Onan * a 
5,7 5 ln, Ps “the patient minimized sia aleokol problem 
Soci Ste on first coning to Southdown <= a feisty cre wo Home, cs typical feature vith vost incoming priests. fercwctanien tones ides Taitdealy he was eautiovs in hie approce bare to therapy and sonevnet cuspicious thet he 
ose could ve yiven any kelp. Very recently te Fa Si hes denonstretes considerable improvenent. 
soni, Se herring! of the honosendal epiecdes to more MEET a vasic airficulties in personality structure, ore, St rer aon-trist and withdrawal. AIS G AES, Yo od Tie act feel the sexual episodes will couse Seen tery ven any future difficulties if this priest is fone i auceeasfui in hie cttenpt to eeperate uizselt Fer cco, rae fron alcool. Steady progress is being nade 

ae ee The finel paragraph of the psychologist's report, 
= your Excellency, pointe ap tae ixportant question 

of assignnent which you have already nentioned in



SOUTHDOWN 

role in his total inability to aGjust. Rather 

| Peithrutly yours,



< 
meen Bishop's Resinence, 
eee Grd Falls, Neiofomsdlant 

July 6, 1970 

. ur. John R. Kelly 
Southdown ontario 

Dear Mr. Kelly, 
Replying to your latest letter referring to 

Father Leonard Kelly, 1 would like you to know that J purposely 
@elayed answering wntil 1 could consider the implications and 
consult some of my advisers. 

The report of your Paychiasrént ie hopeful, but 
seems to indicate deep psychiatric problems in Father Kelly of which, 
T have to say, I was completely unanare. Priests are forever 
saying: ‘Why does not the bichop do something about this or that?” 
Meanwhile, none of them will inform the bishop as to what ie going 
on, ‘The report of the Doctor seems to indicate that it will take 
quite come time yet before Yather Kelly is ready to return. to 
the active minietry, 

Yoo say thet Father Kelly telle yon that 
he has been removed from his parish. Yor the record, he removed 
binsolf. le came to me, confessed his sexual abberations and threw 
himself on my mercy. It must he obvions to him, as it is to me, that 
he was Incky to get out of aie Verte with his name unsullied. 

| There could well have been a court case with all ite ugly implications. 
ven he shomta reatize thats not merely a case of taking un 
where he left off.
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g oo 7 Bishop's Residence, 
oe 2 Ged Fao, Nettosndind 

Perhaps, when you advised his retum #0 this discos, 
you did not realize the nature of the diocese. We have only 
twenty seven parishes and not too wuch room to mevouver. 1 

_hmrdliy think you would expect me to re-inotate him mediately as 
a Parieh Priest. ‘There are only three or four parishes which can 
support a cusate and hie appointaent as a curate would cxuse tar 
nore comment that hie temporary appoiniment in another diocese. 
one of our priests ie working in Foru with the priests from Halifex 
and it would not cause too much taik if Father Kelly were loaned to 
the AnchAiccens of Helime oun. temporary texte, 

Waite my sympathy goes out to Father Kelly, as it would 
to any poor priest in trouble, 1 gb te ieamemremaarandane a 
sortoumens of hie uetiayal:of odatideice. and the vértibis soandél 
which, but for the discretion of the family involved, could have 
‘blighted the whole life of the Church in this small Province. 

T dont ink he ean have aoy.grievance 1f I find some other Bishop 
$PRoly Ma get teak on id Pio, 

You ssomed to indicate im your first letter that it 
would take 0 long tins for father Kelly to find hie feet. 1 am 
prepared ty pay his expensss wotil you consider him f1t 40 reture to 
pastored Satine, fo the eeastion,’ if peu can 6108 oome Bldhop 0 
upper Ganada who would be willing to give hima chance to reinstate 
hims6if and get out of being a conversational piece in Norfoundlands 
I sincerely telieve his interests and those of theChurch in Fe1a. 
would be best served. 

1 sili amait 21th’ interest your next report. 
Sincerely youre in, Qhriet 

+ gm OH BM . Bkenon ot Granehate



r Emmanuel Convalescent Foundation » R.A. No. 2, Aurora, Ontario + phone 416-727-4214 

July 22, 1970 

Kost Rev. J. a, O'eii2 ima a tent Bishop of Grand Falls yo cues Bishops Residence 
Reticence Grend Falls, Newfoundland 
cecrone Dear Bishop O'lleia2: 
BEES aha Be: ether Leonard Kelly 
Yon, Sas I have not es yet, told Father Leonard Kelly ROKICEA TSON Pour the contente of your letter of July 6th. Z Sette og feel I ove you at apology for having unwittingly inferred that Tataer Kelly told ne he had been Usenet J gery, Pesan ¢ Tans eta Fenoved from his parish, On bis erriva) here he 
= was very candid on this score ané told me directly my Joey wa thet he had removed himself from the Baie Verte. pagel Ten keenly aware that bis conduct could wave Silden <snitirats ap, created vide-spread scandal and I sm grateful Set oat lteter thet this was avoided, ponnacloy 
Fate come, psi The more we cee of Father Kelly, the nore ve become eben ede convinced that he can nake & odd recovery. Hie mute rsousn rm  -Botdvetion is good end it becones increasingly Eile Soak apparent thet prolonged driaking had removed, 9& 
ee it frequently does, the restraints which normally Sg 8 ce Po he would have exercised in ie relationships with Scone Ss the boys in question. After having dealt with fem pouno ysis esa priests for Heny yeare, I coc easily understand epeate toon neuen Stow @ Bishop ean be uneware of a man's pathological Begone drinking. I au alco aware thet it io seldom thet TM i art fellow priests will relate unother priest's sickness Ten, ae to a Bishop, Tous a man's breakdovr continues BRE MEG Sates Gnd vecones wore subtle ang conplen as tine wears 

id, St Without revealing the conteste of your letter to Asm g Hous Viera Nin, —T asked Father Kelly to tel] ae hie feelings Eceekammniy "about ensignuent after discharge frex Seutnaowne feo de Because he is a passive, shy end sonevhat witharewn Pie conan, rede Personality, ne seeniugly could entertain only the Fes Samora idea of going back to kewfounélane, somewhere in ‘ouratns the Conception Bay aren ee assistant, I gently a Suggested the advicability to his spending a year 
a in Eelifex or pernays in this ares, pointing out 

~



SOUTHDOWN 

tena cased os svlathans ne pera 
parse ve,blns,Teestied seeminets ran agen i 
seusttor oe 

EON ESD CRLEEUES go moe ce wekag te fa pcracets st tte woeene te re 

er pened. te tore ark tate, tne negpiten ner petefle on Pridey of tele week fop,abeus 
wee eer tes oRiae teteseuletean f siti arise ankia 

QO O,7
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eps Pate 
Graud Falls, Nefoforndtund 

July 30, 1970 
Mr. John R. Kelly 
Emmanuel Convelescent Foundation 
Aurora Ont. 

Dear Mr. Kelly, 
T am more than pleased with your recent report on 

Father Leonard Kelly, and with your considered opinion that” 
he can be rehabilitated completely, By tite same mail I received a let~ 
ter from Father Kelly himself. We says that he is following the 
course faithfully and that he has found enormous benefit from 
having the chance to stand off and take a good look at himself. 
He hopes to "serve God in a more worthy and priestly manner in the 
years aheod." These sentiments seem to indicate that hie stay 
at Southdown has been a fruitful period in his priestly life. 

He did not at any time mention to me the question 
of his future assignment, nor did I give him any encouragement to hope 
that he would come back to this diocese. I believe, but am not 
sure, that I did mention to him the possibility of working for 
a time in the Halifax Archdiocese. 

Your suggestion of findi hg him an assignment 
in your immediate area is an excellent one and I am all in favour 
of it, For him to come back here and be assigned as an assistant 

in Conception Bay would cause al1 sorte of enbarrading questions on 
the part of both priests and people-alike. Only one priest 
asked mee direct question and 1 simply said that Father Kelly's 
nerves had given out, The advantage of his working in that area would 
Ye that he could keep in touch with Southdom for an indefinite 
period. When you and the etaff were convinced that he could 
stand on his own feet, I would consider taking him back as 
Parish Priest or Administrator in a parish where he could be 
watched closely. Perhaps, after a year in your area, he could 
spend another year in the Valifax diocese and then return to work 
here. I am writing him along these lines and you are at liberty to 
discuss the matter with him, 

Sincerely yours in Ghriet 
Dana te “
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‘ Bishop's Residence, 
a Grad Falls, Nefofonndtand 

July 30, 1970 

Rev. Leonard Kelly 
Enmanuel Convalescent Foundation 
aurora. Ont, 

Dear Father Kelly, 
Twas very glad to get your letter a few daye ago 

and especially happy with the tone of it. That you-are taking the 
treatment seriously and cooperating with the officials and doctore 
augure well for your complete rehabilitation. It is apparent that 
you were a very sick and mixed up priest. Why or how it did not 
Decome apparent to me or to your brother priests is hard to 
understand, As it is, we are all fortunate that the situation did not 
‘Decome public with irreparable damage to the Church and the priest- 
hood. 

Yow, fortunately, all that ie past and I am 
happy to forget the whole thing and look forvard to your future 
work in the holy Priesthood, As you can, I hope, realize, I 
cannot assign you to a parish on your release from Southdown 
without @ period pf probation. 

Im the same mail which brought your Jetter, 
I received a letter from Mr. John Kelly in which he expresses 
himself as very well satisfied with the progress you have made. 

. He expects that you will be ready for assignment towards the 
end of August. He further suggested that he could get you an 
assignment in his inmediate area and I am completely in favour of that 
as a temporary solution to the problem of your re-admission to the 
active ministry, By accepting an assignment in thgt area you 
could keep in touch with Southdown. 1 am afraid you will face a 
period of crisis when you find yourself outside the institution 
and once again on your own. The temptation to hoist a few in 
celebration will be almost over-powering. I would feel much ' 
happier if you were in continual contact with Southdown for a few montii 
after yourf discharge. 

\
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” . Bishop's Reside, 
ss Ged Fallo, Nevofowdland 

For you to come back here immediately and be sent as an 
. assistant to one of the Parish Priesta in Conception Bay 

would cause endlesa speculation and suspieion. Only one priest 
asked me about you and I simply said that your nerves had civen 

_ out and you needed treatuent. If, after a few months in Ontario, 
‘things work out well you could come, nearer hone and have a period 
in the Halifax diocese, eventually returning to take a new parish 
in this diocese, 

Im hie letter, Mr, Kelly indicated that the idea of 
working in Ontario or even in Halifax aid not appeal to you. 
T assure you that I have your welfare in mind when I auggest the 
program outlined above, 

I am writing Mr. Kelly along these lines and authorizing 
him to discuss the matter with you, 

With my Dlessing and the assurance of my prayers 
Sincerely yours in Christ 

t i me Cel 
Biphop of Grand Falle


