
!Priest
IUJ\-1 INllHl �llfl\4 1•�(;t:(I 
IP.il"E)·nski's pomion at St, 
[vim l,cfv,c l,im "'" 11,v,-.:-J 
after only two months at the 
churrh, at\"ording to parish• 
ioners.. 

The administrntor 53id that 
ile he wa5 initially upset 

b�• the news, he tu.s come to 
:uxept the hi�hop's dttision 
:ind ha� asked pari�hioncu 10 
s101> pe1i1ioning hi� 1emn\l::1I. 

"1\e seen a loi ofh:ipp)• 
thi 111;:� here, h:,�-e h:Hl "101 of 
1:1pp)' 1•xp<'ri,-nt·t'�," P:u·,yn,­

ki i;:1id. "Wh,,1 due:.,, prie�I 
need more?" 

Dunng bis time at the 
churrh, P!lrLvnski has 
lmmched a religious cdu 
cation program forch11rcb 
1'0uths, who parishioners .sa}' 

larc more active in the church 
thllll they have been in 1113n�• 
i'Cars. 

He al�n esubli�hed a choir 
and :idded four weekl)•tradi-
1inn:1I l.:ltin M3SS�. 

J"arrynsld �:iid under hi� 
le,1d,;r�hip, bt1p1i�111� ;inll 
wo:dd ing$ I, a v-e gone up, :1s 
w,;ll 3:i, ge11er.1l aHendJnce. 
:-.1,111n•ou11g families h;,ve 
'oincd the church in the pa�1 
-ear, he added. 

Krisun Hodgc11-, an Aga· 
w:am ,....jdrn I ,.,hn's bN-n a 

Priest at St. John the Evangelist 
moved; parishioners rally in protest 
BY LAURA NEWBERRY 
laura.newberry@masslive.com 

Parishioners of an Agawam 
Catholic church are dispirited after 
a young priest, who has instituted 
both celebrated and controversial 
changes during his tenure, an­
nounced he's been reassigned by 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Springfield. 

The Rev. Tomasz Parzyynski told 
the 2,000-plus family congregation 
last month that he will be moving to 
another church in February at the 
request of Springfield Bishop Mitch-

20 �e,11�, )aid l",1rt)"l�lli i� 
�uppurced by 1he rn:1jori1yof 
1he p,,rish. Jlul �0111e older 
members were upset uver 
changes made by the prleu, 
aJn:· ),iJ., ::iiudJ .a::ii UlU) i110 
religious cducacion d,,sscs to 
Sunday nights, 

"I didn'c like it at first, but 
it got my l6-yc:1r-old son and 
his friend� excited about JlO· 
inJl to church," Hocis?:euaid. 
'"'J'hi� is 311 absolute Ins�." 

l"'auli ne S3\\)'er, Ag:iwa m 
re�idem:ind memherofthe 
church fnru year�,.uid 
many :i.mall gro,,ps have 
t,,.g1111111 g.1tlit'r afl.-.r ,._..r­
vices tu disci•� l'.m.yn�ki's 
;1n11ouncemen1, "liich has 
dbtnlcted members from 
regulax churc:h ac:civttics. 

"Mam• bclicn: that the 
bi.shop is surrounded by 
ad \'tscrs that arc not doing 
thinJls in the best interest of 
the diocese or our parish," 
S3�\)U!hl.id. 

I he St. John pari �h council 
held :i meeting e3rl ier chi� 
week, during,vhich p:1ri<;hio­
ner� l\lere given rwo minute� 
e;ich 10 voi(e 1hei r opinion:. 
011 Par1\111$ki's removal. 

Th� n;eeting fos1ed three 
huu�, ;inll more 1ha11 I 00 
parishioners aucndc:d. 

Sawyer said she and several 
other paridiioncrs plan to 
s.encl lellrrs tn rh<' Va_1ir.1n in 

ell T. Rozanski. 
Since then, more than 200 letters 

have been sent to the bishop in 
support of Parzynski, according to 
parishioners, who have expressed 
frustration over the bishop's 
perceived unwillingness to en-
gage them in conversation about 
Parzynski's reassignment. 

The Rev. Michael Wood, spokes­
man for the diocese's Office of 
Vocations, said that while the bishop 
has received the letters, it is against 
custom to discuss such matters with 
parishioners. 

"He's taking into consideration 
the whole diocese," Wood said 
of the bishop's decision. "It's not 
the normal practice that any time 
a priest is moved that the bishop 
meets with a parish and hear their 
input. 

Wood declined to give a specific 
reason for the reassignment nor did 
he specify which church Parzynski 
will be moved to. 

Parzynski was assigned to the 
parish as an administrator in 2013, 
but has largely acted as the church's 
pastor; the church's bulletin and 

website name him as such. Wood 
explained that administrators enjoy 
much less stability than pastors, 
who usually must be accused of 
something serious to be moved. 

"I don't think it was fair to the 
people that he presentedhimseff 
as pastor when in reality he is an 
administrator," Wood said. 

Parzynski, a 34-year-old native 
of Poland, staned at the church in 
June 2013 after acting as a parochial 
victor at St. Mark's Catholic Church 
in Pittsfield. The priest who held 
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