Thx Burrparo News/Fripay, AvGusT 16, 2019

CHILDV

Tutor at Jewish temple, North Tonawanda nun
named in initial wave of Western New York lawsuits

By Aarox Besreken, Many B, PAscrak,
MarToew SPINa, Dan Hersec

AND MAKI BECKER

NEWS STAYF REPORTERS

Dozens of Catholic priests were named in the initial wave of
Child Victims Act lawsuits filed in Western New York,

In addition to clergy working in the Diocese of Baffalo, the
cases also count among the accused a tutor at a Jewish temple

in Buffalo,

Approximazely 115 Jawsuits have been filed since a onesyear
“Jook back” window opened at 12:01 a.m, Wednesday, at least 104
of which name the diocese as a defendant.

While many of the accusations date back three ar four de-
cades, some of the lawsuits involve alleged abuse as far back as

the late 19403,

Two _pastors named in a lawsuit Wednesday were placed
rative leave Thursday

by the diocese, which said it

would examine and investigate all new allegations.

The News attempted to reach individuals accused of abuse.
The News does not identify sexual abuse victims without their
consent.

Below is a look at same of the lawsuits filed.

Former St. Francis High
principal accused of molest-
ing student

A former student at St
Francis High School in Athol
Springs alleges in a lawsuit
he was molested over sever-
al years in the 1960s by the
school’s principal, the late
Rev. Marion M. Tolezyk.

The former student, now
living in Wayne County,
Mich., says he was 16 when
the abuse began and that jt
continued until he graduazed
in 1969,

Tolezyk, who also had been
a pastor at St. Stanislaos, died
in 2013 at age 86. The dio-
cese has not identified him as
credibly accused of molesting
achild.

Allegations made for 1st
time against monsignor

A monsignor who was the
pastor of Holy Cross Church
for move than 50 years and
died in 1975 was publicly ac-
cused for the first time of be-
ing a child molester in a Jaw-
suit filed Thuraday.

The lawsuit alleges Monsi-
gnor Joseph Gambino sexuak
v abused a S-year-old student
from 1948 w0 1949. The Buf-
falo Diocese has not idencified
Gambino as a priest credibly
accused of child sex abuse.

The suit against the Buffa-
Jo Diocese, Holy Cross Charch
and Holy Cross School identi-
fies the plaintiff as an Erie
County resident born in 1943.
He was allegedly brought to
Gambino one day by a nun
“presumably for disciplinary
reasons,” the suit says. The
lawsuit alleges that when the
boy was alone with Gambino,
the monsignor abused him in
the rectory, sacristy and other
secluded areas in the charch
and school,

Gambino L

ing to the suit, Schieder died
in 1996, The diocese said in
2018 that he had been cred-
ibly accused of sexual abuse
of minors.
Jewish tqlr named as
defendant in

Anmlu woman alleges
that she was molested “once a
week” for nine mont1s bya tu-
tor while taking Hebrew les-
sons at Temple Beth Zion in
Baffalo.

The woman's lawsuit said
she was 12 when the alleged
abuse began in 1970, Her at-
torney, Frank M.
identified tutor Martin Roth-
child as the alleged abuser
who “forcibly touched” the
child and “exposed himself”
to her.

Jeff Clark, executive di-
rector of the temple, told The
Buffalo News that temple offi-
cials take the allegasion “very,
very seriously” and are going
through old records to deter-
mine what happened

The Rev. Jouvh Rappl
aceused in lawsuit

When he was working
a: St, Peter Roman Catholic
Church in Lewiston, the Rev,
Joseph Rappl began sexually
abusing a 12-year-old child in
1978, acoording Lo @ lawsuit.
“The abuse continued for two
years,

This is not the first time
Rappl has been publicly ac-
cused of sexually abusing a
child. Jeffrey M. Shaw told
diocesan officials Jast year
that Rappl had abused him at
the Lewiston church in 1981,
when he was 11 Shaw, who
lives in Maryland, applied to
the diocese last year for corn-
pensation for his pain and
suffering, but he was told he
was not eligible. The attoe-
ney who representod Shaw,
Mitchell fan, wold The

the plainiff not to tell any-
one about Lhe abuse, saying it
would be a “sin.” and said his
grades and records could be
affected if be did, the suit said.

launched scandal flles sult
The man whose public ac-
cusations against the Rew.
Norbert Orsolits in Febru-
ary 2018 helped start a flood
of clergy abuse allegations in
the Buffalo area filed a Jaw-
suit Wednesday against the
diocese and St. John Vianney
Church in Orchard Park.
Michael F, Whalen Jr. ac-
cused Orsaliss of "unpermit-
ted sexual contact™ in 1979 or
1980 when Whalen was about

Onmlits admitted to a
News reporter that he had
abused “probably dozens® of
teenage bovs in the late 1970s
and early 1980s.

Priest whoadvised U.S.
accused of abuse

A Buffalo priest who ad-
vised LS. presidents on youth
issues has been accused of
molesting a boy in his rectory
office at a Town of Tonavwan-
da church and school 50 years
ago, acconding to a lawsuit,

An Erfe Connty man 18 ac-
cusing Monsignor Josepa E.
Schieder of abusing him at St.
Andrew’s Parish on a week-
Iy basis while school was in
session from November 1968
through June 1970, according
to the suit filed against the di-
ocese, the parish and St. An-
drew’s Country Day School,

Schieder used to have the
boy regularly called to his of-
fice for a “checkup,” accord-

News that he had another cli-
ent who had accused Rappl of
abuse and had received com-
pensation from the diocese,

The diocese said in No-
vember that Rappl had been
credibly accused of abusing
children.

Ilawl who mlgned from

tae priesthood in 1999, lives
in North Carolina,
Suil: Priest abused boy sent
tohim for counseling

A Cheektowaga man said
that he was B when he was
sent to counseling with the
Rev. David M. Bialkowski at
St. John Gualbert Church
in Cheektowaga. Over the
course of the next eight
months, Bialkowski foreibly
touched him and
himself to the boy, aceording
to a lawsuit against the Buffa-
lo Diocese, St. John Gualbert
and Kolbe Catholic Schoal in
Cheektowaga.

The alleged abuse took
place between 1999 and 2000,

In 201, a former altar
sfrvrr accused Iihlkrmwh

ward shortly after that, and
Bialkowski was put on leave
from St. John Gualbert and
ordered not to perform any
priestly duties.

Buffalo Bishop Richard
J. Malone said in 2018 that
Bialkowski was credibly ac-
cased of sexual misconduct
with a minor.

“ee

Convlicted priest accused

The only Buffalo Diocese
priest in the past 50 years con-
victed of molesting a child in
Western New York is named

Robert KirkasyRuf s News
From left, Kevin Koscielniak, diocese whistleblower Siobhan O’Connor, who was the
former Angelo

J. Malone, Chris Szaflita and

Ervolina walch as cases were filed early Wednesday morning.

the plaintiff was 9 and 10
years

Higgins, who died in 2016,
was identified by the diocese
last year as being credibly ac-
cused of sexual misconduct
with minors. He was one of
four former priests at Most Pre-
chous Blood in that category.

A man from Santa Rosa,
Calif, has alleged he was
sexually abused in the early
to mii-1970s by a priest and
wrestling coach at what was
then St. Francis DeSales Cath-
olic High Schoal in Lockport,
according Lo a lawsuit,

The lawsuit against the
diocese, DeSales Catholic
Schwol and the Oblates of

Francis de Sales accuses
the Rev. Lehr Barkenguest of
abusing the teenager, includ-
ing during wrestling practice.
The man allcms that he told
a school i

in a Child Victims Act lawsuit
that accuses him of abusing
a different child a decade be-
fore his arrest.

The Rev. Gerald Jasins-
ki engaged in “unpermitted
sexual contact” with an altar
boy in the 1970s while he was
a priest at St. John Gualbert
Church in Cheektowaga, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Jasinski was a priest at
St. Mary of the Assumption
Church in Lancaster when
Wyoming County sheriffs
deputies arrested him June
7, 1986, on felony charges of
first-degree sodomy and first-

sexual abuse and a
charge of unlawfully dealing
with a child. He was accused
of having sexual contact with
two boys, ages 15 and 18, ata
cabin in the Town of Sheldon.

Jasinski pleaded guilty to
a misdemeanor charge of at-
tempted sexual abuse and
was sentenced to five years’

jon.

The lawsuit alleges Jasin-
ki had sexual contact with a
boy who was 1110 M4 years old
ar the time, The plaintiff was
an altar boy, parishioner and
religions education student at
St. John Gualbert when Jasin-
ki abused him between 1972
and 1975, the suit says.

The diccese said in March

‘The Rev. Richard Judd sex-
ually abused a 14-year-old pa-
rishioner of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin on Buffalo’s
West Side from 1977 to 1978,
a lawsuit alleges. That parish
has since been absarbed into
Our Lady of Hope Church.

This is not the first time
Judd has been publicly ac-
cused of sexually abusing a
child. In 2002, a man tokd Ni-
agara Gazette reporters that
the priest had abused him
when he was a student at St.
Teresa Elementary Schoal in
Niagara Falls in 1075

Last ycar, the diocese said
Judd had more than one cred-
ible abuse allegation made
against him. He died in 1988,

Nun accused of abuse in
Lancaster

A nun identified only as
Sisler Anne is alleged ina k-
suit to have sexually abused a
‘7year-old child from about
1973 to 1974 at Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Lancaster. The church is now
known as St. Mary of the As-
sumption.

In addition 10 naming the
church and the Buffalo Dio-
cese as the lav-
suit also names the Sisters of
St. Francis of the Neumann
Communities.

The Rev. James P. Hayes
accused of molesting girl

A woman who says she
worked in the All Saints Par-
ish rectory when she was a
young teenager alleges she
wias sexually abused there in
the 1970s by the Rev. James P.
Hayes.

The waman said she was
attending Cathalic school at
the time and got the job as a

way to help with the cost of
tuition. The sexual abuse con-
tinued until she quit the job
months Jater, the lawsuit says.

Hayes, who died in 1988,
was a longtime pastor of All
Saints Parish, in Riverside,
serving there from around
1972 until his death. He was
named in 2018 on the dio-
cese’s list of priests credibly
accused of sexual misconduct.

cee

Suit names Catholic school
teacher in prison on child
porn charge

A Niagara Falls woman
has filed a new lawsuit under
the Child Victims Act alleging
ateacher at a Cathalic middle
school stalked and tried to
seduce her when she was in

, 29,

filed a similar lawsnit earlier
this year, accused Christian
M. Butler of sexually tangeting
her during the 2002-03 school
year, when she was 13, in a suit
filed against the diccese, Saint
Dominie Savio Middle School
and the Niagara Falls Catholic
School Network.

Butler was sentenced in
2017 to 25 years in federal
prison for attempted produc-
tion of child parnegrapay in
Florida.

William A. Lorenz Jr,, DeR-
osa’s attorney, explained that
the earlier lawsuit was filed to
avuid potential dismissal mo-
tions by the diocese but was
voluntarily discontinued.
Monsignor abused child for
adecade, lawsuit siays

A former Fredonia man al-
leyes that he was molested for
a decade, beginning when he
was 12, by the late Monsignor
Edward J. Walker at St. Jo-
seph Church in Fredonia.,

Attorney Jordan K. Mer-
son filed court papers alleging
that Walker would insist that
the plaintiff sit on his lap and
then would touch his genitals.
The incidents allegedly began
in 1953,

Walker, who died in 2002,
isan the Baffalo Diocese’s list
of crodibly accused pricsts.
Suit: The Rev. Roy K.
Ronald is accused

A plaintiff from Belmont
accuses the Rev. Roy K. Ron-
ald of “unpermitted sexual
conduct” from 1952 to 1986,
when Lhe vielim was 11 Lo M.

The lawsuit says the plain-
tiff came into contact with
Ronald while engaged in
youth programs at St. Mary
Parish, which was later ab-
sarbed into Holy Family Par-
ish in Belmont.

Ronald died in 2013 and
was placed on the diocese’s
list of credibly accused child
molesters in 2018.

Abuse in Niagara Falls
alleged

A lawsuit alleges that the
Rev. Florian A. Jusinski, a
priest at St. Stanidauns Kost-
ka in Niagara Falks, engaged
in “unpermitted sexual con-
tact” with a plaintiff who
was 8 to 9 in 1982 10 1983
‘The plaintiff participated in
church and youth activities at
St. Stanislaus.

In 2018, the diocese said
Jasinski was credibly accused

il minors. Jasinski
died in 1983

Rev. Gerald P. Shechan
accused in suit

The late Rev. Gerald P
Sheehan is accused of molest-
ing a V-year-old victim in 1973
while at St. Martin of Tours
in South Buffalo, a lawsuit al-
leges.

Sheehan, whose name has
surfaced before as a likely
abuser, died in 2006. He had
spent 42 years as a priest.

The diocese in 2018 said
Sheehan had been credibly
accused of sexually abus-
ing minors. Sheehan died in
2006,

Another lawsuil Largels the
Rev. Norbert Orsolits

A Jawsuit alleges the Rev.
Norbert  Orsalits  sexually
abused a plaintiff who was
13 or 14 in 1968 and attend-
ing St. John the Evangelist in

Buffalo.

Orsolits in 2018 admitted
to a Buffalo News reporter
that he had sexual contact
with minors over the years
~ "probably dozens” he said
- bat said it was consensual.

3 people accuse Rev. Joseph
Friel of abnse

The Rev. Joseph Friel
preved on a series of children
at two churches in the middle
W lae 1960s, according 10
lawsuits filed on Wednesday
by three different people.

Friel abused a 13-year-
old parishioner at Our Lady
of Victory National Shrine
in 1966, one plaintiff alleges,
The same vear and into 1967,
Friel abused a child about 12
years old at Fourteen Holy
Helpers in Cheektowaga, ac-
cording to another lawsait,

A third plaintiff, Chris Szu-
flita, alleges that Friel abused
him at Fourteen Holy Helpers
from 1967 to 1969, starting
when he was 14. Szuflita in
1994 unsuccessfully sued the
diocese, seeking $2 million in
damages for the harm cansed
by Friel. Bul he dropped his
casc after diocese attorneys
argoed that it violated the
state’s statute of imitations.
Nun accused of molesting
child

A victim identified in court
papers a8 AB 128 Doe claims
thal he or she was repeatedly
maolested by a North Tonawa-
nda nun in the 1950s.

The lawsuit charged that
a nan, identified in court pa-
pers only as Sister Clandia,
881, with the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, molested the child from
1956 throngh 1958, begin-
ning when the child was 6.
The nun served in programs
working with youngsters at
Ascension Church in North
Tonawanda, the suit says.
Former pastor at Most
Precious Blood accused

Alawsuit alleges that Mon-
signor J. Grant Higgins, who
served as pastor from 1983
until 1997 at Most Precious
Blood Church in Angola, sex-
ually abused a child.

The lawsuit alleges Hig-
ging engaged in “unpermit-
ted sexual contact” with the
plaintiff in 1990 to 1991 when

about
the abuse when it started, but
nothing was done to stop it.
Barkenquest died in Jan-
uary, according to an obitu-
ary on mlive.com, He started
teaching in Lockport in 1968,
later becoming school prin-
cipal. He also lnughl in lnb
do, Ohio, and was a pastor in
Clarklake, Mich., according Lo
his obituary.
The Rev. Edward L.
named in suit
)lumki:nur Edward L. Ka-
of sex-
ually abusing a 12-vear-old
parishioner of St. Casimir
Church in Kaisertown for
about a year, starting in 1975,
A lawsuit names the Diocese
of Buffalo and St. Casimir
as defendants. Kazmierczak
died in 2001.

The Rev. Francls X.
Baurngarten is accused in a
lawsuit of sexually abusing a
13-year-old child from 1955
0 1956. The lawsuit does not
indicate where the alleged
abuse took place, but says
Baumgarten was employed
by Nativity of Our Lord in Or-
chard Park and by the Dioc-
esan Preparatory Seminary at
the time.

Banmgarten died in 1989
after 53 years as a priest,
much of it teaching at the
seminary. The lawsuit names
the Diocese of Buffalo, Nativ-
ity of Our Lord and the semi-
nary as defendants.

Former altar boy files
Tawsuit

A North Buffalo man who
says he was sexnally abused
by a priest for about a year
starting when he was 8 is su-
ing the diocese, St Edmund
Church and St. Christopher
Church.

David J. Harvey, who was
an altar boy at the time, al-
leges that the Rev. David J.
Peter molested and raped him
from around 1978 through
1979 in the Town of Tonawa-
nda church then known as
St Edmund, according to the
lawsuit.

Jesuit priest accused

The Rev. James Gould, a
Jesuit priest, was accused
in a lawsuit of molesting a
13-year-old child at St. Anns
Church in Buffalo in the mid-
19705 ‘The Jesuit Northeast
Province last year identified
Gould as a priest who has
been credibly accused of mo-
Jesting a chikd.

The Rev. Bernard M. Mach
accused in suit

A lawsuit accuses the late
Rev, Bernard M. Mach of mo-
Jesting a 7-year-old child in
1974 at the old St. Gerards
Church in Buffalo.

Attorney Steven Boyd said
the plaintiff came from a “de-
vout Catholic family” that
trusted Mach.

Mach, who died in 2004,
is on the Buffalo Diocese list
of priests credibly accused of
molesting children, The dio-
cese previously settled a §2
million lawsuit filed in 1993
that accused Mach of sexu-
al‘l) abusing a 12-year-old boy
in the rectory of St Marys
Church in Lockpnn_



